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The Ecu-Advocate

Pennsylvania Council of Churches
June 11, 2008

It is a VERY busy time for legislative activity both in Harrisburg and in Washington.  Please consider taking action or participating in some of the activities described below.

Please feel free to distribute this message to anyone who may be interested—and please urge your family, friends and neighbors to take action!
Features (Click on links below for information):
1) ACTION ALERT!!  Support Redistricting Reform for Pennsylvania
2) ACTION ALERT!!  Speak Up for Unemployed Citizens
3) ACTION ALERT!!  Support Health Care Reform in Pennsylvania; Rallies on June 19, multiple locations
4) EDUCATION ACTION DAY IN HARRISBURG!! “Eyes on Education”:  A Student Photo-Documentary Exhibit & Education Action Day—June 17, Harrisburg
5) MISSION OPPORTUNITY FOR CONGREGATIONS—CAAP Conference on Asset Building and Family Economic Success–July 9-10, Harrisburg
6) National Religious Campaign Against Torture “Banners Across America”
ACTION ALERT!!  Support Redistricting Reform for Pennsylvania
Full Alert with background information at http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Alerts/Alerts.htm (click on “Support Redistricting Reform” under “Good Government”)
Suggested Actions

Contact both your representative and senator to urge them to support non-partisan redistricting reform in Pennsylvania now—action is needed by June 23.  Ask them to push for movement of HB 2420 (http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2007&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=2420&pn=3718) and/or SB 346 (http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2007&sessInd=0&billBody=S&billTyp=B&billNbr=0346&pn=0382), which would make the Legislative Reference Bureau (LRB) responsible for drawing new district boundaries after the 2010 Census.  The LRB has a 100-year-plus record of non-partisanship.

Why now?  Because redistricting reform is a constitutional issue, and it requires that the same action be taken in two consecutive legislative terms.  In other words, redistricting reform legislation must pass in the 2007-2008 legislative session in time for other mandatory activities to be completed by the end of the term—by late June 2008—and it must pass in the same form again during the 2009-2010 session.  If it does not happen during this window of opportunity, that window closes until the 2020 Census.  That means the existing problems that demand system reforms will stay in place for another ten years.

Tell them that as people of faith, we believe that a just Commonwealth ensures that all persons have a voice in government at all levels, and that access is not limited because of geography.  A gerrymandered districting system ensures that certain persons and parties are able to gain and maintain control in a given area, discounting the views of persons who are not part of the majority group.
· If you know the name of your senator, go to http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/senators_alpha.cfm and click on the name of your senator.  For e-mail addresses of the senators, go to http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/email_list.cfm?body=S
· If you know the name of your representative, go to http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/representatives_alpha.cfm and click on the name of your representative.  For e-mail addresses of the representatives, go to http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/email_list.cfm?body=H
· If you do not know the names of your legislators, go to http://www.legis.state.pa.us/index.cfm and enter your zip code in the box labeled “Find Members By” in the upper right hand corner.

Return to Features
ACTION ALERT!!!  Speak Up for Unemployed Citizens
Full Alert with background information at http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Alerts/Alerts.htm (click on “Speak Up for Unemployed Citizens” under “Economic Justice”)
Suggested Actions

Please call your representative AS SOON AS POSSIBLE to urge him/her to vote for H.R. 5749, the Emergency Extended Unemployment Compensation Act.  By next March, more than 4 million people will have exhausted their state unemployment benefits—over 200,000 in Pennsylvania alone.   The $290 in average weekly unemployment benefits isn't much, but it might keep people from going without food or being evicted.

Tell your representative that our most vulnerable citizens should not be penalized or made to suffer because they have been hurt by a bad economy—they should have access to all that helps create a decent life: adequate health care, housing, food, education, and nurture. 
You can use the toll free number provided by the Coalition on Human Needs—(888) 460-0813 (connects to Capitol switchboard: ask to speak to your Representatives office)—or call directly.  Direct dial numbers for your representatives are available at http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Resources/Resources.htm (click on “Government/legislative contacts”).
If you do not know the name of your representative, go to Write Your Representative - Contact your Congressperson in the U.S. House of Representatives. (http://www.house.gov/writerep/).
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ACTION ALERT!!  Support Health Care Reform in Pennsylvania; Rallies on June 19, multiple locations
Full Alert with background information at http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Alerts/Alerts.htm (click on “Support Health Care Reform in PA” under “Health/Health Care”)
Suggested Actions
· Attend one of the rallies for health care reform on June 19.  Go to http://www.healthcare4allpa.org/invol.htm for information about the five rallies.  Flyers with information for each of the rallies are available:  Harrisburg (http://www.healthcare4allpa.org/documents/jun19rally_hb.pdf); Philadelphia (http://www.healthcare4allpa.org/documents/jun19rally_ph.pdf); Pittsburgh (http://www.healthcare4allpa.org/documents/jun19rally_pb.pdf); Wilkes-Barre (http://www.healthcare4allpa.org/documents/wbrallyflyer_2.pdf); Allentown rally is at noon in front of the Highmark Blue Cross office, 1221 W. Hamilton St, Allentown, PA 18102—contact Ruth (bonnieruth@verizon.net) for more information.
· Please contact your State Representative and Senator now to ask them to support a $100,000 economic impact study (EIS) focused on the many features and anticipated effects of House Bill 1660, the "Family and Business Healthcare Security Act" (SB 300 in the Senate).  These are comprehensive, affordable health care bills that would cover all Pennsylvanians and be publicly administered, with privately delivered services.  If they have not co-sponsored this legislation, please ask them to do so.

Let them know that you believe this is the fairest and most cost-effective means for providing health care for all Pennsylvanians.  You might want to add that given the importance of healing in the Biblical tradition, all persons must have access to adequate and affordable health care, and not be forced to choose between health care and other necessary goods and services, such as food, shelter, and transportation.

Materials that can help in this effort are available at http://www.healthcare4allpa.org/downloads.htm (including information on benefits for businesses).
· If you know the name of your senator, go to http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/senators_alpha.cfm and click on the name of your senator.  For e-mail addresses of the senators, go to http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/email_list.cfm?body=S
· If you know the name of your representative, go to http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/representatives_alpha.cfm and click on the name of your representative.  For e-mail addresses of the representatives, go to http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/email_list.cfm?body=H
· If you do not know the names of your legislators, go to http://www.legis.state.pa.us/index.cfm and enter your zip code in the box labeled “Find Members By” in the upper right hand corner.

Also—consider discussing health care in your congregations.  Two resources are available that can help:

· Communities of Faith Raising Vision and Voice:  Health Care Election 2008 and Beyond.  This is a guide to help people explore a moral case for health care reform.  It is available for free download at http://www.visionandvoice.org/.
· Health Care in America: How Can We Make it More Affordable?  This study forum is available from National Issues Forums, and presents three approaches for deliberation.  It is available for free download or purchase at http://www.nifi.org/discussion_guides/detail.aspx?catID=12&itemID=10587.
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“Eyes on Education”:  A Student Photo-Documentary Exhibit & Education Action Day—June 17, Harrisburg
From Dave Smith, Good Schools Pennsylvania:
In 2007-08, high school students from several school districts throughout Pennsylvania were given cameras and the opportunity to record what they thought was important for the public to know about their education. The photos in this exhibit are their stories.

Please join us in acknowledging their struggles, celebrating their aspirations and calling for a permanent school funding formula (see alert from Monday, June 9 for information about legislation).  

9:00 am-1:00 pm

Legislative visits

1:00 pm-2:00 pm

“Saving Whoville” demonstration, Main Capitol Rotunda

An interactive demonstration that illustrates the impact of underfunding on students.  

2:00 pm-3:00 pm

Eyes on Education Exhibit Reception, East Wing Rotunda

Pennsylvania is on the brink of important reform -- Help us take the leap!

For details, or to RSVP, contact Dave Smith at (717) 371-1516 or dave@goodschoolspa.org.  (NOTE for Lancaster area folks:  A bus is available for the trip to Harrisburg. Departure time is 8:00 a.m. promptly; departure from the Capitol at 2:45.  Departure from the A.C. Moore parking lot in the Lancaster Shopping Center.)
We need advocates from ALL OVER CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA! Please make plans now to be in attendance!
THIS IS A CRUCIAL TIME FOR YOU TO TAKE ACTION!  So register by calling or emailing for event and the same for a seat on the bus!
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CAAP Conference on Asset Building and Family Economic Success–July 9-10, Harrisburg
This Community Action Association of Pennsylvania (CAAP) is offering a two-day conference especially designed for executive, deputy and program directors; managers of asset development and financial literacy programs, VISTA volunteers and anyone interested in learning new and exciting ways to assist families in achieving success.  This is timely in a period of economic downturn, increased umemployment, rising food and energy costs, a housing crisis, and growing loss of health care coverage.  It provides an opportunity for congregations to equip themselves to help both members of the congregation and the community at large.
From CAAP:

Just a few of the things you will get from attending:
· Asset building examples that you can take home and put to use. 

· How to recruit and utilize volunteers that will stretch your human resources and expand your services.

· Getting the media to partner, not just report about, with your agency.

· Finding, connecting and developing the right partnerships.

· Hands on information on the IRS VITA grant.

Plus join your peers for a fun and relaxed networking event on Harrisburg’s City Island for a baseball game between the Harrisburg Senators and the New Britain Rock Cats – included in your conference registration.
Full conference agenda and registration information available at http://www.thecaap.org/conference/2008FESconference/08_fes_conference_main.html.
Registration form available at http://www.thecaap.org/conference/2008FESconference/08FESconfregform.pdf (deadline July 3).
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National Religious Campaign Against Torture “Banners Across America”
The National Religious Campaign Against Torture (NRCAT) invites congregations to join its “Banners Across America” effort, timed to allow local congregations to participate in a nationwide, interfaith public witness during Torture Awareness Month.  Most of the large, vinyl banners are black-and-white and have anti-torture messages: "Torture is Wrong" and "Torture is a Moral Issue."

NRCAT still has banners available for purchase on its website (http://www.nrcat.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=152&Itemid=151) for congregations who want to join the nearly 300 congregations displaying anti-torture banners during June.
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