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Pennsylvania Council of Churches

Resources—Tolerance

The Pennsylvania Council of Churches’ Role

The Council:

· affirms that God values all people in their rich diversity;

· advocates for:  (1) efforts to promote peace among hostile groups; recognition of the problems that are often the root causes of terrorism, genocide, war, and other violence; investing energy and funds into productive activities that will address the problems that lead to conflict—feeding the hungry, providing adequate shelter, fostering good educational systems, and creating jobs that build up society and training people to fill those positions; stopping the spread of weapons of mass destruction, and reducing existing stockpiles of weapons; and legislation and policy that protects families and individuals from violence and abuse;

· educates its constituents concerning peacemaking issues and encourages them to engage in peacemaking efforts; and

· empowers constituents to advocate effectively on behalf of peacemaking at every level.

Pennsylvania Council of Churches Position Paper on Peacemaking (http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Resources/Position Paper-Peacemaking.pdf)

Pennsylvania Council of Churches Action Alerts (http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Alerts/Alerts.htm)

Pennsylvania Council of Churches Resources

· An Affirmation of the Good Neighbor (http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Resources/Affirmation of the Good Neighbor.pdf--bulletin insert with litany)

Other Peacemaking Resources

Faith Based Efforts

· National Council of Churches (http://www.ncccusa.org—see resources at left of home page)

· Decade to Overcome Violence (http://www.overcomingviolence.org)

· Study Guide:  “Why Violence?  Why Not Peace?”
 (NOTE:  recommended by the Council’s Public Advocacy Action Team)

· Peacemaking Begins at Home: Exploring the Fundamentals of Nonviolent Conflict Resolution—A Resource for Families (http://www.ncccusa.org/nmu/mce/family2004.html)

· Consult your denomination’s website (http://www.pachurches.org/html/Advocacy Links.doc) for advocacy efforts and resources.
Other Organizations & Resources

· Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission (http://www.phrc.state.pa.us)

· Pennsylvania Interagency Task Force on Civil Tensions (http://www.stopbias.org—to  report hate crimes in Pennsylvania)
· Center for Democratic Renewal (http://www.thecdr.org—the Center has produced an acclaimed publication, When Hate Groups Come to Town:  A Handbook of Effective Community Responses)

· Southern Poverty Law Center (http://www.splcenter.org)

· Amnesty International (http://www.amnesty.org)

· Amnesty USA (http://www.amnestyusa.org)

· civilrights.org (a civil rights coalition with over 180 members representing the a range of communities—faith, disabilities, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, etc.)—contains links to member organizations

· Stop Hate (http://www.stophate.us—contains links to groups and resources around discrimination, hate, and hate crimes)

· Turn It Down:  A Campaign Against White Power Music (http://turnitdown.newcomm.org)

· Hate Crimes Research Network (http://www.hatecrime.net)

· National Criminal Justice Reference Service (http://www.ncjrs.org/hate_crimes/summary.html)

· Anti-Defamation League (hate crimes main page) (http://www.adl.org/combating_hate)

� Click on Decade to Overcome Violence link.  At the website, click on “Resources” in menu on the left of the page, then on “By Title.”  Click on “Search in this list” and type in “Why Violence?”  Click on the title to get to a page that provides information on how to download or order a copy.
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