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Pennsylvania Council of Churches

Resources—TANF

The Pennsylvania Council of Churches’ Role

The Pennsylvania Council of Churches participates as a member of the Pennsylvania Welfare Coalition to work toward the reauthorization of TANF.  This Coalition is guided by the Principles outlined at the end of this document.  The Coalition also works with the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare (DPW) in developing strategies to support a reauthorization of TANF that protects those it is intended to serve and provides adequate support for vulnerable Pennsylvanians.  For a copy of a briefing packet prepared by the Pennsylvania Welfare Coalition for the Pennsylvania DPW, click here.  (requires Acrobat Reader)

Pennsylvania Council  of Churches Position Paper on Human Needs
Pennsylvania Council of Churches Action Alerts
Other TANF Resources

· Pennsylvania Welfare Coalition Briefing papers:

· Pennsylvania Families Need Greater Access to Quality, Affordable Child Care

· 
Making TANF Work in Pennsylvania: Why Congress Should Expand Access to Education, Job Training, and Barrier Reduction Activities
· 
Welfare Coalition:  Affordable, Safe Housing = Family Stability & Workforce Development

· 

 HYPERLINK "H:\\Web Page\\Aug 04 Web\\What\\Advocacy\\Resources\\pwcsanctions2005.doc" 

Making TANF Work In Pennsylvania:  Why Congress Should Not Mandate Full Family Sanctions in TANF Reauthorization

· 

 HYPERLINK "H:\\Web Page\\Aug 04 Web\\What\\Advocacy\\Resources\\pwcworkhours2005.doc" 

The Well-being of Pennsylvania Families, and the Fiscal Health of the Commonwealth Linked to Mandated Work Hours Decisions

· 
Work Participation Rates: Why Congress Should Recognize States Demonstrating Solid Progress
· 

 HYPERLINK "H:\\Web Page\\Aug 04 Web\\What\\Advocacy\\Resources\\superwaiver2005.doc" 

Proposed Superwaiver Puts Homeless and Hungry at Risk


· The National Council of Churches:  Reauthorization of TANF and Related Programs:  An NCC Issues and Actions Guide for Advocates
· Sign up for the National Council of Churches’ TANF Electronic Advocacy Network.  E-Mail Mary Cooper with your name, address, organization, phone, fax and e-mail address.  Please use subject line: "Registration for TANF Network."

· Consult your denomination’s website for advocacy efforts and resources.

· Center on Budget and Policy Priorities’ (CBPP) Introduction to TANF
· CBPP’s Analyses on TANF Reauthorization
· Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare:  Services for Low Income Pennsylvanians
 

Principles for the Reauthorization

of the Temporary Aid to Needy Families (TANF) Program

Pennsylvania’s Welfare Coalition 
May 7, 2002 
Pennsylvania is better and stronger as it upholds the dignity of individuals and the integrity of families, protects the interests of children, educates and trains its workforce, and provides opportunities for sustained self-sufficiency.    

The Welfare Coalition affirms a shared responsibility of all Pennsylvanians in reducing and, where possible, eradicating the medical, social, educational, training, and behavioral health barriers that impede a persons’ efforts to attain self-sufficiency.  

Together -- as a community of parents, religious leaders, community-based organizations, employers, labor, public officials, providers, advocates, and other concerned citizens -- we will advocate for the incorporation of the following principles into the Congressional reauthorization of the Temporary Aid to Needy Families (TANF) Program. 

Reauthorize TANF for at least 5 years without adding restrictions on state flexibility.
The predictability and flexibility of the TANF block grant has enabled Pennsylvania to reduce the caseload, assist parents find good jobs, and provide a broad array of services to families that are not recipients of cash assistance but need a little extra help to work their way out of poverty.  This approach has achieved a significant measure of success and should not be abandoned or weakened.

 Annually index TANF funding for inflation.
Congress’ failure to annually index TANF funding for inflation undercuts the real purchasing power of states’ TANF funds.  Pennsylvania predicts that it will experience a 22 percent loss in its TANF purchasing power through 2007. Level funding the current TANF block grant will force the reduction or elimination of critical health and human services programs – programs that create the bridge between dependency and self-sufficiency.  Congress should also retain state maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements as another means of protecting crucial programs.  

Poverty Reduction should be among the goals of TANF 
Government must play a role in reducing child and family poverty.  To that end, Congress should ensure a TANF program that targets funding toward moving low-income families beyond the cycle of poverty.
 Refuse to set up families and states for failure by imposing a 40-hour work requirement.
The outcome we seek is economic self-sufficiency for families currently living in poverty.  That outcome will be much more difficult to achieve if federal law shifts toward an undue emphasis on keeping TANF recipients busy 40 hours every week.  We fully support the concept of work but oppose efforts to increase the weekly work requirement beyond current law.  Such efforts ignore the lessons states and families have learned over the last five years.

Expand the allowable activities that fulfill the work obligations
Education and training are cornerstones to securing and retaining work.  Beyond valuing education and job training, Congress should support, not penalize, recipients in their efforts to engage in a comprehensive range of countable activities aimed at reducing barriers to employment and on improving the overall healthy functioning families. Self-initiated education (including post-secondary education), literacy, ESL and skills training are among the activities that should count.  Additionally, a person’s commitment to mental health counseling, alcohol and other drug addiction treatment, domestic or sexual violence services, and improved parenting skills should be among the potential work activities allowed without arbitrary time limits.

Expand transitional work and paid work experience opportunities.
Congress should make paid work experience a higher fiscal priority.  Parents are empowered when they receive both a paycheck and on-the-job skills and experience.  Transitional jobs provide parents who have limited skills and work experience with the opportunity to gain experience while laying the foundation for long-term employment. Transitional jobs also recognize the dignity and reward associated with employment rather than the punitive and unproductive experiences often reported from traditional workfare.

Reward families following the rules by stopping the clock 
Pennsylvania has been prudent in creating programs like the Maximizing Participation Program (MPP) and Time Outs.  Time Outs remove the burden of the constantly ticking five year federal clock for families by recognizing the efforts of families who are working, going to school, or caring for others’ children.  Additionally, Time Outs and MPP acknowledge the multifaceted challenges faced by victims of domestic or sexual violence.  Pennsylvania should be supported in its effort to tailor programs and offer such stop the clock options.

Fully restore federally funded TANF benefits to legal immigrants

On its own initiative, Pennsylvania has wisely preserved a safety net for immigrant families by providing state-funded TANF benefits.  We urge Congress to restore benefits and ensure that such restoration is manifested in every state.

Strengthen families, including 2-parent families
We support efforts to strengthen families – through work supports such as transitional jobs, education and training, child care assistance, transportation supports, the pass-through of additional child support payments, and the elimination of all remnants of discrimination against two parent families in state plans.   These supports will help families become more self-sufficient and healthy, allowing parents to make personal decisions about their families’ future, such as when and whether to marry, without government interference.
Repeal the felony drug ban
The ban on TANF and food stamp receipt by those with felony drug convictions is counterproductive and should be repealed.  It forecloses two of the only means of support for ex-offenders who have paid their debt to society and want to lead a clean life, but who face many obstacles to finding employment and housing.

Resist calls for Super Waivers
We support efforts to enhance coordination between publicly funded programs.  We also support an approach that retains Pennsylvania’s existing flexibility in the administration of its TANF program. However, we oppose proposals to create broad waivers that would authorize states to ignore existing statutes, undermine recipient protections, or transfer anti-poverty program funds. 

Avoid major change in the states’ participation rate requirements.  
Current law has permitted Pennsylvania to focus on moving families into employment.  The proposals to increase the participation rate from 50 percent to 70 percent and to substantially reduce the caseload reduction credit would force Pennsylvania to fundamentally change its array of services.  Rather than emphasizing external outcomes (jobs and escape from poverty), Pennsylvania would be forced to emphasize internal processes (keeping parents busy).  This one-size fits all approach ignores the experiences of states and recipients and would undermine the gains of recent years.
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