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Pennsylvania Council of Churches

Resources—Peacemaking

The Pennsylvania Council of Churches’ Role

A statement on global security endorsed by the Council’s Governing Board on October 26, 2004, includes the following words:

As the Body of Christ, we are called to stand with all humankind in the search for justice.  Christians are called, then, to embrace the security that God has given and to pursue the security that God intends for creation. We are called to treat others fairly and justly and to care about the safety of other people’s children. We are called to feed the hungry, find shelter for the homeless, create jobs for the unemployed, and work for the day when poverty ends. We are called to turn our swords into plowshares, to love our enemies, to take those actions with other nations that will prevent future acts of terrorism, to stop the spread of weapons of mass destruction that threaten to undo God’s creation, and to invest in productive lives rather than violent deaths.
 

Finally, to the extent to which our pursuit of security is motivated by fear instead of faith, or assumes power we do not have, or exchanges freedom for control, we call on God to move our hearts until the barriers which divide us crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease so that we might all live together in justice and peace.
In light of this statement, the Council:

· affirms that God values all people in their rich diversity;

· advocates for:  (1) efforts to promote peace among hostile groups; recognition of the problems that are often the root causes of terrorism, genocide, war, and other violence; investing energy and funds into productive activities that will address the problems that lead to conflict—feeding the hungry, providing adequate shelter, fostering good educational systems, and creating jobs that build up society and training people to fill those positions; stopping the spread of weapons of mass destruction, and reducing existing stockpiles of weapons; and legislation and policy that protects families and individuals from violence and abuse;

· educates its constituents concerning peacemaking issues and encourages them to engage in peacemaking efforts; and

· empowers constituents to advocate effectively on behalf of peacemaking at every level.

Pennsylvania Council of Churches Position Paper on Peacemaking (http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Policies/Position Paper-Peacemaking.pdf)
Pennsylvania Council of Churches Action Alerts (http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Alerts/Alerts.htm)

Pennsylvania Council of Churches Resources

· SMART Security Resources (SMART—Sensible, Multilateral American Response to Terrorism) (http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Resources/SMART Security Resources.doc) (includes the Council’s resolution endorsing SMART Security)

· SMART Security bulletin insert (http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Resources/SMART Bulletin.pdf)

· An Affirmation of the Good Neighbor (bulletin insert with litany at http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Resources/An Affirmation of the Good Neighbor.pdf)

Other Peacemaking Resources

Faith Based Efforts

· National Council of Churches (http://www.ncccusa.org - see resources at left of home page)

· Decade to Overcome Violence (http://www.overcomingviolence.org)

· Study Guide:  “Why Violence?  Why Not Peace?”
 (NOTE:  recommended by the Council’s Public Advocacy Action Team)

· Peacemaking Begins at Home: Exploring the Fundamentals of Nonviolent Conflict Resolution—A Resource for Families (http://www.ncccusa.org/nmu/mce/family2004.html)

· Bulletin Insert:  The Permanent War Economy—Real Security or False Promise? (http://www.ncccusa.org/pdfs/MilInsert.pdf)

· Friends Committee on National Legislation:  If War Is Not the Answer, What Is? The Peaceful Prevention of Deadly Conflict (www.fcnl.org/issues/int/sup/ppdc_booklet.htm)

· Churches’ Center for Theology and Public Policy (http://www.cctpp.org)

· International Day of Prayer for Peace

· Decade to Overcome Violence (http://www2.wcc-coe.org/dov.nsf/35197f524cfab7f0c1256c1e004e58e8/2eedea051eed42cfc125701500493ef0)

· World Peace (http://www.worldpeace.org/peaceday.html)

· International Day of Peace Vigil (http://www.idpvigil.com)

· Consult your denomination’s website for advocacy efforts and resources.
Other Organizations & Resources

· Physicians for Social Responsibility

· Security (http://www.psr.org/home.cfm?id=security)

· SMART Security (http://www.psr.org/home.cfm?id=sm_sec_pg)

· Peace Links (http://www.peacelinks.us/)

· National Priorities Project—The Cost of War for Pennsylvania (fact sheet) (http://www.nationalpriorities.org/issues/military/Iraq/highcost/pa.pdf)
To look at federal budget tradeoffs for the Iraq War and for other military spending for Pennsylvania, go to http://database.nationalpriorities.org/cgi-bin/WebObjects/NPP.woa/wa/tradeoff and select Pennsylvania.

· Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission (http://www.phrc.state.pa.us/)

· Pennsylvania Interagency Task Force on Civil Tensions (to report hate crimes in Pennsylvania) (http://www.stopbias.org)
· Southern Poverty Law Center (http://www.splcenter.org)

· Amnesty International (http://www.amnesty.org)

· Amnesty USA (http://www.amnestyusa.org)

· Stop Hate (contains links to groups and resources around discrimination, hate, and hate crimes) (http://www.stophate.us)

· Turn It Down:  A Campaign Against White Power Music (http://turnitdown.newcomm.org)

� Click on Decade to Overcome Violence link.  At the website, click on “Resources” in menu on the left of the page, then on “By Title.”  Click on “Search in this list” and type in “Why Violence?”  Click on the title to get to a page that provides information on how to download or order a copy.
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