The Pennsylvania Interfaith Climate Change Campaign 
The Pennsylvania Interfaith Climate Change Campaign is an ongoing program of the Pennsylvania Council of Churches. Formed in 1999, the Campaign works with people of faith to educate them about the perils of global warming, provide them with steps they can take in their homes and congregations to rein in global warming, and encourage them to press their elected officials to enact legislation that will address the problem. Government is not used to hearing from the faith community about environmental issues, and they are interested in our fresh, new perspective.

THE CAMPAIGN’S EFFORTS

General
Cool Pennsylvania:  The Campaign is supporting Citizens for Pennsylvania’s Future (PennFuture) in its “Cool Pennsylvania” campaign.  Supporters are asked to join with other organizations in recognizing that global warming is real and getting worse—Pennsylvania contributes one percent of all the pollution that causes global warming (more than 105 developing countries combined), and produces more greenhouse gasses than 47 states (only California and Texas prduce more)—and to sign a petition to calling on state leaders to require major changes from industry and government and to work with other governors in the northeast to develop a regional system for addressing the problem.  For more about Cool Pennsylvania, go to http://www.pennfuture.org/coolpa/index.html.

Sustainable Energy Charter:  The Campaign, with input from a variety of stakeholders in Pennsylvania, developed “A Sustainable Energy Charter for Pennsylvania:  An Interfaith Initiative on Behalf of the States’ Citizens” (May 2005).  The document is intended to serve as a broad work plan for the Pennsylvania Interfaith Climate Change Campaign over the next three years.  To read the Charter, click here.

God’s Mandate:  The Campaign joined with the nationwide Interfaith Climate Change Network in early 2005 in supporting “God’s Mandate:  Care for Creation.”  The mandate declares that protecting God’s Creation is a moral issue, and expresses dismay and alarm at the administration’s erosion of protection for God’s creation, and that there was no mandate, no majority, or no “values” message in this past election for the President or the Congress to reverse fundamental programs that care for God’s creation.  It encourages consideration of these challenges and expresses the need for faithful, forceful action.

The Campaign obtained signatures from 125 religious leaders in Pennsylvania, joining over 1,000 religious leaders nationwide in endorsing the statement.  To read the statement, click here.  To read the press release about the Pennsylvania Campaign’s participation, click here.

Speakers Bureau:  The Campaign can provide speakers for your congregation or gatherings in most areas of the state, giving sermons, staffing tables at fairs or conferences, or leading discussions during Sunday School or evening worship.  For more information about our work, contact Joy Bergey ((215) 836-5978, globalwarming@pachurches.org) or The Rev. Sandra Strauss (717) 545-4761, s.strauss@pachurches.org)
Calls to Action
Buy clean, renewable electricity:  Perhaps the most important step you can take personally is to buy renewable electricity. For as little as per month added to your electricity bill, you can take this important step. It costs an average household $12.50 per month to purchase 100% clean power. This is the equivalent of:  (1) planting 930 new trees, or (2) taking 1.7 cars off the road, or (3) not driving 20,000 miles a year.  To purchase renewable electricity, go to www.CleanYourAir.org.  If you have any questions, send them to us globalwarming@pachurches.org or contact PennFuture at (215) 569-9692.
Join the Network:  Please join the Interfaith Climate Change Network! You will receive occasional email alerts about state and federal issues that need response. We’ll make it easy for you to know whom to contact. To add your name, visit http://protectingcreation.org/join/joinprocess.asp. There is generally no more than one email a month, and you can always remove yourself easily.

Volunteer:  The Campaign welcomes volunteers to help with its work. If you can work at conferences, help make phone calls or send emails, or are interested in making presentations, the Campaign would love to hear from you.  Contact Joy Bergey at joybergey@earthlink.net.

Federal Legislative Advocacy

Climate Stewardship Act:  The Climate Stewardship Act (CSA), if passed, would be the first federal legislation to address climate change.  According to the Union of Concerned Scientists (from its website):

The CSA calls for a reduction in emissions of heat-trapping gases to 2000 levels by the year 2010. The bill creates a market-based system of tradable allowances to achieve this reduction. The market-based system was based on the widely successful system of sulfur dioxide emission permits, which was created under the 1990 Clean Air Act. An independent study from economists at MIT showed that the Climate Stewardship Act would have a modest economic impact of $20 per year per household.

The CSA involves political and pragmatic compromises. For instance, the bill applies only to major emitters (those that emit over 10,000 metric tons of carbon-equivalent heat-trapping gases a year) in the four covered sectors (manufacturing, commercial, and electric utility sectors; and refiners of transportation fuel), rather than to all businesses and individuals. This avoids onerous requirements on small businesses and individual citizens while bringing at least 75% of net U.S. heat-trapping gas emissions under the bill's caps.
The Campaign initiated advocacy efforts with Pennsylvania’s U.S. Senators to support the Climate Stewardship Act in the 2003-2004 session of Congress.  Senators Specter and Santorum both voted against the act in October 2003.  The bill was debated on the Senate floor in July 2004, but did not come up for a vote.  

The bill was resubmitted in the 2005-2006 session, in two versions:  one that contains provisions for nuclear power, and one that does not.  The Senate debated the bills in late June/early July 2005, and neither bill was passed.  There was a step forward, however, in that Senator Specter sponsored a “Sense of the Senate” resolution on global warming in early July 2005, recognizing that climate change is an important issue that demands attention from the Senate.  The Campaign, along with the Pennsylvania Council of Churches, joined in a letter to thank Senator Specter and to let him know that his voice is critical in moving the Senate forward on this issue. The letter called on him to work with the Congress to pass, promptly, binding legislation that will achieve significant and real reductions in global warming emissions—preferably without relying on the use of nuclear energy to achieve these reductions.
State Legislative Advocacy 

Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard:  In 2004, the Campaign encouraged the State Legislature and Governor Rendell to pass an Alternative Energy Standard (also referred to as a Renewable Portfolio Standard), legislation that would require an increasing amount of the state’s energy to be provided from renewable energy sources like wind, solar power, and methane from farms.

S.B. 1030, now known as the Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards Act, passed in the wee hours of November 20.  This landmark bill will make Pennsylvania a leader in the production of clean, renewable energy resources, and will also address the ongoing issue of how to manage coal waste—a necessity in a coal state like Pennsylvania.  The Commonwealth is the first coal state to balance both interests, passing legislation that is both progressive and pragmatic.  The new law requires 18 percent of the electricity sold in Pennsylvania to come from renewable and advanced energy sources within 15 years. The bill sets up two categories of energy sources required to be used by all power companies selling electricity in Pennsylvania—Tier 1 energy sources including wind, solar and biomass and Tier 2 energy sources including energy saved from new energy efficiency measures and coal waste.  Energy companies would have to obtain 8 percent of their power from Tier 1 resources and 10 percent of their power from Tier 2 resources.  For more information on the law, click here.
Growing Greener:  The Campaign supported passage of a ballot referendum known as “Growing Greener,” to approve the issuing of environmental bonds that will provide dedicated and desperately needed funding aimed at protecting drinking water, maintaining state and local parks, and funding vital environmental projects in Pennsylvania.  The ballot question, included on the May 17, 2005 primary election ballot, read as follows:  “Do you favor authorizing the Commonwealth to borrow up to $625,000,000 for the maintenance and protection of the environment, open space and farmland preservation, watershed protection, abandoned mine reclamation, acid main drainage remediation, and other environmental initiatives?”  The initiative passed by an overwhelming margin.

The General Assembly passed legislation that implements the $625 million bond in early July 2005. For a description on how the funds were distributed, go to http://www.pennfuture.org/index.cfm?myPageName=items/index&action=List&pagename=Item&backpage=TopNew&area=news&catlist=alerts,e3,facts,session,green,press,reports,pennevents&category=press&id=1682.

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act (H.B. 500):  The Campaign is supporting passage of HB 500, known as the “Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act,” a bill that has bipartisan support from over 50 cosponsors.  The next step involves hearings in the House Environmental Resources and Energy Committee.  The bill does not call for any new regulations on business or impose any new costs.  Instead, it simply calls for gathering information about the impact of global warming on our economy, environment, and public health, and for beginning a planning process that will help to position Pennsylvania strategically for a time when it is anticipated greenhouse gas emissions will become regulated in the future.  To see a copy of the bill, click here.

Energy Efficiency Standards Act (H.B. 1461, S.B. 290):  The Campaign supported passage of the Energy Efficiency Standards Act in the 2003-2004 legislative session, and continued its support for the act as reintroduced in the 2005-2006 session.  The proposed legislation set efficiency standards for a set of eight products, ranging from exit signs to commercial air conditioners to traffic signals.  According to PennEnvironment, the standards were projected to save Pennsylvania consumers and businesses over $800 million by 2020 through lowered electricity bills, while reducing emissions of smog, soot, and global warming pollution from the state’s power plants.

While objectionable in many ways, the federal energy bill passed in July 2005 eliminated the need for this legislation in Pennsylvania.  According to Nathan Willcox of PennEnvironment, the new energy legislation has set the same or stricter standards for every product contained within the most recently introduced bills.
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