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Pennsylvania Council of Churches
May 31, 2006

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  (Look below to see how)

Building Awareness:  The Threat of Global Terrorism

The Pennsylvania Council of Churches has been involved in a partnership with the Interreligious Network to Eliminate Nuclear Weapons and the Nuclear Threat Initiative to increase awareness within the faith community of the danger of unsecured nuclear materials, and to foster civic involvement aimed at building support for policies to reduce the threat of these materials being used in acts of global terrorism.

The first phase of this project has been completed, with screenings of the DVD Last Best Chance to audiences in Pittsburgh and Philadelphia, with presentations by and discussions with Sister Joan Chittister
 (Pittsburgh) and Lawrence Korb
 (Philadelphia).  The second phase calls for the Council to facilitate 100 DVD showings of Last Best Chance in churches and communities throughout the state in an effort to stimulate discussion, deepen their faith community’s understanding of nuclear issues, and promote engagement and advocacy to affect national policy debates.

A little background on the DVD:  A review in New Yorker describes Last Best Chance as “only forty-five minutes long, but it lays out a frighteningly plausible narrative of how terrorists might buy or steal the makings of a nuclear bomb, assemble one, smuggle it halfway around the world, and send it on its way to an American city in an S.U.V.” (click here or copy this link into your browser to read the entire review--http://www.newyorker.com/talk/content/articles/051003ta_talk_hertzberg).  This is certainly not light summer film fare, but it provides significant food for thought, and an opportunity for thoughtful discussion among viewers.
How You Can Help

Sponsor a screening of Last Best Chance in your church, your home, your community, or with an organization that has an interest in nuclear and/or national security issues—if possible, by the end of June.  If that is not possible, we ask that you do the screening at your earliest convenience.

So that we may track screenings for our project, we ask that you complete the form available at http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Resources/Commitment form.doc and either fax it to (717) 545-4765 or e-mail it as an attachment to s.strauss@pachurches.org.

Once we receive your information, we will send you a copy of the video, a discussion guide prepared by the Nuclear Threat Initiative, comments from Sister Joan Chittister that help to establish the faith context for discussions, a one-page list of links to additional resources, an evaluation form, and a sign-in sheet where participants can sign up for alerts and newsletters on the range of advocacy issues addressed by the Council.

Once you have completed your screening of the DVD, we simply ask that you mail or fax a copy of the completed sign-in sheet and evaluation form to the Council (information for submission will be included on the forms).

Please consider joining us in this effort to build understanding and awareness and understanding about an issue that should concern all of us, regardless of faith tradition, political persuasion, or any other labels we may choose to use.

� Joan Chittister, OSB, is an author, weekly columnist for ncronline.org (National Catholic Reporter), international lecturer, and founder and Executive Director of Benetvision: Research and Resource Center for Contemporary Spirituality.


� Lawrence J. Korb is a Senior Fellow at the Center for American Progress and a Senior Adviser to the Center for Defense Information.  Prior to his current position, he served in various positions at the Council on Foreign Relation, the Brookings Institution, the University of Pittsburgh, and the Raytheon Company.  Mr. Korb served as Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpower, Reserve Affairs, Installations and Logistics) from 1981 through 1985.





