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Pennsylvania Council of Churches
An Anti-Gambling Presentation for Congregations

The Public Advocacy Action Team of the Pennsylvania Council of Churches urges you to write, telephone or visit your state legislators and ask them to repeal expanded legalized gambling. A better way to fund government services is through just and equitable taxation. 
What’s the current situation? 
Prior to the passage of Act 71 of 2004 (which expands legalized gambling to include slot machines at racetracks and other venues), Pennsylvania had the following forms of legal gambling:  the Pennsylvania lottery with its ever-expanding games and prizes, bingo and other small games of chance, and betting on horse racing and harness racing at four tracks. 

With the downturn in the economy and the state budget deficit, there was pressure to raise state revenues for basic human services and public education through increased legalized gambling opportunities in Pennsylvania. It’s the “Let those who want to gamble play because their gambling won’t affect me” approach.  Expanded gambling includes slot machines at horse racetracks, video poker, and riverboat casinos.

In the final days leading up to its summer recess, the Pennsylvania Legislature voted overwhelmingly to permit the installation of up to 61,000 slot machines at 14 venues in Pennsylvania, including existing and planned horseracing tracks, standalone locations in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, and two resorts as a means of providing property tax relief to homeowners.  
Following passage, concerns were raised over the following provisions:  (1) elected officials were permitted to hold up to 1% interest in these facilities—an apparent conflict of interest; (2) the newly formed Gaming Control Board was permitted to hold closed meetings; (3) a variety of giveaways were included to gain support from key legislators (particularly for Philadelphia and Pittsburgh); (4) a requirement to increase the local Earned Income Tax (EIT) by at least 0.1% which would erode the promised tax relief; (5) a mandate for a “backend” referendum on school tax increases beyond the cost of living level threatens the ability of districts to cover even the most necessary costs in the future; (6) the preemption of local decision making with regard to location and function of gambling facilities, leaving such decisions to the discretion of the new State Gaming Board; and (7) a general lack of accountability/oversight for the activities of the Gaming Control Board, and no review of nominees.
A Wall Street Journal editorial (July 19, 2004) raised concerns over the potential success of this legislation that could place Pennsylvania second behind Nevada in terms of gambling opportunities (send e-mail to s.strauss@pachurches.org to request a copy).  An August 1, 2004 editorial in the Philadelphia Inquirer contended that some Pennsylvania taxpayers might end up paying more because of the EIT increase. Editorials and letters to the editor from around the state called for legislators to repeal what many have found to be the most objectionable provision—that would permit legislators to hold up to 1% interest.
A group of legislators and various organizations filed a lawsuit challenging several provisions of Act 71.  While the provision that preempts local decision-making was struck, it was done in such a way that it is still difficult for read and effective local input into the process.  The suit also challenged the bill on the grounds that its passage violated Pennsylvania Constitutional requirements.  The Pennsylvania Supreme Court rejected that challenge.

Prior to passage of Act 71, the Public Advocacy Action Team (PAAT) of the Pennsylvania Council of Churches asked the Council’s constituents to contact their state legislators and say NO to expanded legalized gambling in Pennsylvania.  PAAT (and the Council) continues to urge its constituents to ask for repeal, or short of repeal, to support amendments that would remove some of the more objectionable provisions.  Here’s why the Council believes that gambling should be prohibited altogether: 
Gambling hurts individuals and families 
First, gambling is deceptive and deceitful. A few big winners receive lots of publicity, and there’s no truth in their advertising. For those few to win big, there are many, many more who are losers. Some gamblers cannot afford to lose and should not gamble. When gamblers lose what they cannot afford to lose, they lose, their families lose, and society—that’s you and me—loses, too. 

Second, gambling can be addictive. The gambler suffers. Families are broken. Children are poorly cared for. Poverty, bankruptcy, and criminal activity are the results of the addiction. Some lives are completely destroyed while others are significantly harmed. 
Gambling hurts all of us in society! 
Third, gambling costs society more than the state or municipalities receive. There are negative consequences for gamblers, their families, and their communities. These consequences are for more costly than the value of revenues from gambling licenses and fees. 

Finally, gambling will not produce the amount of state revenue promised by gambling supporters. Gambling funds are not a reliable or stable source of revenue for state programs. In other states, programs supported by gambling revenues experience a continuing decrease in their funding base. Programs funded with gambling money often fail to meet their financial obligations and revert to tapping the general tax dollars. 

Gambling problems affect us all, whether we are young or old, male or female, poor or rich. Legalized gambling makes the poor poorer and pushes individuals and families into poverty. Social economic costs include homelessness, divorce, abuse, and suicide. Criminal justice costs include fraud, embezzlement, stealing, child neglect, and homicide. 

Here’s what you, as individuals and a congregation, can do: 
The Public Advocacy Action Team of the Pennsylvania Council of Churches asks you to join them in asking our public officials to repeal Act 71, and support needed government services through just and equitable taxation.  The following resources are available below:

· Bulletin Announcement Options

· Sample Letter from Congregations

· Scriptural References Supporting Opposition to Gambling/Gambling Expansion
· Bulletin Insert
Most importantly, act now by calling, writing, or visiting your state legislators about your opposition to gambling. To find out who they are, go to http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Resources/Resources.htm and click on “Government/legislative contacts.”   

Bulletin Announcement Options 

These two announcements may be used in Sunday bulletins or in newsletters. Select the announcement that best suits the audience. 

This option is brief and assumes the reader already has some working knowledge and only needs a reminder to act. 
NOW IS AGAIN THE TIME to contact your state legislators to express your support of legislation to repeal Act 71 of 2004, the law that expanded GAMBLING to include SLOT MACHINES. The Pennsylvania Council of Churches urges you to add your voice to those who see gambling as an unreliable and unfair way to raise revenue and promotes greed and denigrates work and saving. (To find contact information for your legislators, go to http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Resources/Resources.htm and click on “Government/legislative contacts.”)

This option lifts wording directly from the bulletin insert (see the PDF file below) and provides the reader more information and might work even if the bulletin insert is not used. 
YOUR ACTION IS NEEDED NOW!  In 2004, Pennsylvania’s General Assembly passed and the Governor signed into law Act 71, legislation that expands gambling opportunities by placing slot machines at Pennsylvania racetracks and elsewhere. 

It is very important that members of the legislature hear from you. Write or telephone your state legislators and tell them you feel expanding gambling is not a favorable way to raise revenues for essential government services, and urge them to repeal Act 71. Let them know that you support fair, progressive taxation, which benefits the common good and is a more just method of supporting government services. (To find contact information for your legislators, go to http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Resources/Resources.htm and click on “Government/legislative contacts.”)
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This sample letter was drafted by the Rev. Dr. Bruce P. Bouchard, chair of the Council’s Public Advocacy Action Team (and pastor of Grace United Church of Christ in Hanover).

Dear Legislator,

As a Christian from Pennsylvania, I am deeply opposed to Act 71, which expands gambling to raise money for property tax relief. 

First gambling costs communities more than it profiles. In a study of “Business Profitability Versus Social Profitability: Evaluating Industries with Externalities, The Case of the Casino Industry, Earl L. Grinols and David B. Mustard do a comprehensive cost-benefit analysis of the profits from Gambling Casinos for a community compared to the social costs.  While for the first two years, the community realizes increased employment and tax revenues, soon crime rates rise, as so the number of suicides, bankruptcies and increased costs for law enforcement. (You may find this document at http://www.econ.uiuc.edu/papers/files/grinols-Casinos-Crime-15SEP00.pdf)

The cause of this change results from those who are problem gamblers. Although those severally addicted to gambling only make up 2-5 percent of the total population, the terrible impact of this illness on their lives, their families, and the community are enormous. Henry Lesieur published in 1998 a surveyed of nearly 400 members of Gamblers Anonymous, 57% of whom admitted stealing to finance their gambling. On average these 400 people stole $135,000 and their total theft was over $30 million. 

By supporting gambling, the commonwealth supports a deception. A few big winners receive lots of publicity, and there's no truth in their advertising. For those few to win big, there are many, many more who are losers. 

Gambling will not produce the amount of state revenue promised by gambling supporters. Gambling funds are not a reliable or stable source of revenue for state programs. In other states, public education programs supported by gambling revenues experience a continuing decrease in their funding base. Programs funded with gambling money often fail to meet their financial obligations and revert to tapping the general tax dollars.

Finally, experience in others states shows that once the gambling industry creates a power base, it is difficult to remove it even if the social costs prove to be as destructive as predicted. This industry has millions in profits to pour into lobbying efforts to preserve its privilege and promote its special interests.

I urge you to support the repeal of Act 71, and to take a stand against any further expansion of the gambling industry in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Sincerely,

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES SUPPORTING OPPOSITION TO GAMBLING/GAMBLING EXPANSION

1 CORINTHIANS 8

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that "all of us possess knowledge." Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.  Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him. 

Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that "no idol in the world really exists," and that "there is no God but one."  Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.  "Food will not bring us close to God."  We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do.  But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.  For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols?  So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 

This passage speaks to the issue of not putting stumbling blocks—temptation—before those who are weak and unable to resist.

EZEKIEL 34:2B-5, 7-10

Ah, you shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves!  Should not shepherds feed the sheep?  You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fatlings; but you do not feed the sheep.  You have not strengthened the weak, you have not healed the sick, you have not bound up the injured, you have not brought back the strayed, you have not sought the lost, but with force and harshness you have ruled them.  So they were scattered, because there was no shepherd; and scattered, they became food for all the wild animals…Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord:  As I live, says the Lord God, because my sheep have become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all the wild animals, since there was no shepherd; and because my shepherds have not fed my sheep; therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord:  Thus says the Lord God, I am against the shepherds; and I will demand my sheep at their hand, and put a stop to their feeding the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed themselves.  I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, so that they may not be food for them.

This speaks to the greed of the “shepherds” (persons in positions of power), taking food that should have gone to the sheep (the people they have a responsibility to serve).  The consequence is that the sheep will suffer as a result.

PSALM 82:3-5

“Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.  Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”  They have neither knowledge nor understanding, they walk around in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

This passage speaks to our responsibility as people of faith to protect the weak from harm

ACTS 2:44-47

All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.  Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.

This speaks to the issue of equity, how we should share what we have in order that all may have enough.
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An Easy Answer to

Tough Financial Questions?
Pennsylvania’s governor and General Assembly joined together in July 2004 to expand gambling in Pennsylvania with the passage of Act 71, and to authorize the use of gambling proceeds for property tax relief with a companion bill, Act 72.  Collectively, these two laws permit the placement of up to 61,000 slot machines at racetracks, resorts, and standalone locations in Pennsylvania, and would provide property tax rebates to eligible homeowners whose school districts choose to participate.

We might ask, “What is the problem?  Those who choose to gamble generate the revenue, while those who don’t gamble don’t have to pay.”  But are the easy choices necessarily the right ones?
What does the Bible say?  In 1 Corinthians 8:9, Paul admonishes us not to use our liberty at the expense of vulnerable persons.  That advice is especially appropriate here.  Should we use our freedom in activities that impose great costs on others, especially those who are vulnerable in our society (such as those prone to addictive behavior or lacking discretionary financial resources)?

What about the impact of gambling on the poor?  Studies show that persons in low-income brackets, including the elderly on fixed incomes, spend much more of their financial resources on gambling than do middle- or upper-income persons.  When government raises money from the gambling habits of low-income persons, it violates the idea of progressive taxation, which means that those who are better able to pay should bear a greater portion of public burdens.  The costs of our common projects should not fall unfairly on the poor.
Is there anything wrong with dreaming about a real chance of financial success that doesn’t include hard work and saving?  No, but:

· We believe that government is God’s instrument for achieving the common good.  By promoting gambling, government promotes greed, denigrates work and saving, and places important governmental programs at risk through unreliable funding.

· Government betrays its responsibility for vulnerable people by encouraging persons to gamble and taking away from them what they can little afford to give.

· Gambling is an unreliable source of revenue.  When gambling revenues decline—as we have witnessed with the Pennsylvania Lottery—officials then look to more and more exciting games of chance and increased advertising of gambling opportunities.  If something is important for the common good, it should be funded in the most reliable and fair way.

Increased revenue from expanded gambling may masquerade as a blessing for the state treasury, but it comes with social costs:

· Incomes from those who gamble are diverted from basic personal, business, and civic services essential to individual and community well being.

· Crime rates rise, adding new costs to local law enforcement.

· Experience in other states belies gambling’s promised economic development boom.

Your action is needed.  It is very important that members of the General Assembly hear from you.  Take a moment to:

1. Write or telephone your senator and representative to ask that they vote to repeal Act 71—that gambling is not a favorable way to raise revenues for essential government services.

2. Circulate a petition to repeal Act 71 (available at www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Resources/Resources.htm (click on “Gambling”).

3. Let them know that you support fair, progressive taxation, which benefits the common good and is a more just method of supporting government services.

Go to www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Resources/Public Officials Links.doc for information on how to contact your Pennsylvania legislators (this link also includes information on finding out who your legislators are if you do not know).  Go to www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Resources/Resources.htm and click on “Tips for Contacting Your Legislators and Decisionmakers” for suggestions for doing effective advocacy.

For more information on this issue, or to become more involved in working for the common good of all Pennsylvanians, contact the Advocacy Program of the Pennsylvania Council of Churches pcc@pachurches.org.



This important information provided by the  


Pennsylvania Council of Churches


717.545.4761


www.pachurches.org

PETITION TO REPEAL PA’S SLOTS LAW KNOWN AS Act 71
WHEREAS, ACT 71 began as a 2 page bill about background checks for track workers and, overnight, through 

           amendments, became a bill of over 140 pages allowing 14 slots venues and 61,000 slot machines     

WHEREAS, this legislation was drafted at the directive of the gambling interests rather than the citizens

WHEREAS, many provisions in Act 71 are of great concern to citizens both in favor & opposed to slots and

WHEREAS, the very constitutionality of this law that was rammed through the legislature over July 4, 2004 

                       weekend is being challenged

WHEREAS, the citizens were denied an opportunity to review the provisions of this legislation through 

                      scrutiny and hearings which denied citizens their input 

WHEREAS, gambling-related suicides, bankruptcies, divorce, crimes, addiction, etc. that will add to the 

                       public health, social and economic costs for Pennsylvania citizens were not addressed in 

                       this stealth legislation 

THEREFORE, we, the undersigned, call for the REPEAL of ACT 71.
Date
Signature




Address

	
	
	                               

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


PLEASE mail signed petitions to A United Methodist Witness, 216 State St., Harrisburg, PA 17101.  Email Dianne Berlin at DMBerlin@aol.com with questions or to get a copy of this petition via email or call 717 -575-2771.









