Enough for Everyone!

Our Bible abounds with stories of the very

human lives and struggles of men and women

of faith. Someinspire, like God's gift of

manna from heaven for a people wandering
in the desert, and Jesus feeding the masses with
afew fish and loaves of bread. Othersreveal our foibles and fail-
ures, like Ahab seizing Naboth’s vineyard after Jezebel schemed
to have him killed, and the disciples’ doubts that Jesus could pro-
vide food enough for the crowd. Behind these stories stands a
God of hope and love that continues to convey a message of
abundance—there is enough for everyone, if we are only willing
to share!

How would our lives change if we believed and acted as if there
was enough for everyone? What if we could open our hearts, our
ears, and our minds to God' s message of abundance? How would
that affect the way we live as people of faith—would we step out
into the world and extend our hands in gestures of sharing? The
seeds of change could flourish, but who is prepared to nurture and
cultivate the garden to make it happen?

Many of us have witnessed numerous miraclesin our own life-
times. We have vaccines that prevent polio and other diseases
that once ravaged our world. Astronauts have walked on the
moon. Peace has emerged in Ireland, and the Berlin Wall that
divided Germany crumbled and fell. New scientific research has
saved lives by stopping some cancers and other diseasesin their
tracks, and improved the quality of life for many living with
chronic disease. These modern day miracles have changed lives
on many fronts.

Why, then, isit so difficult to come up with an
adeguate and equitable funding system for public
education in Pennsylvania? Why isit so difficult to
put our children first, knowing that caring for the
welfare of our children has a dramatic impact on the

civility, heath and welfare of our communities, and ending the
“cradle to prison pipeline’? (Pleaseread “The Tae of Two
Schools’ found at www.goodschoolspa.org.) Infact, the task
before usis no longer so difficult—we now have a comprehen-
sive, non-partisan, detailed report of funding needs for public
education in the Commonwealth to guide us. (See Costing Out
Study at www.goodschoolspa.org).

We know our God is a God of abundance, continuing to demon-
strate that there is enough for everyone. However, like the people
hoarding manna in the desert, we have not always trusted in what
we know. Evenin aworld of abundance, there are challenges
now and challenges ahead. We have aresponsibility to meet our
current challenges to reform public education funding now in
order to prevent even greater chalengesin the future. This
requires trust in God’ s message that there is enough for all, and
the willingness to see that all have what they need.

Please consider participating in the following actions to ensure
that every child hasafuture filled with hope and promise:

Invite Good Schools Pennsylvaniato do a“ Saving Whoville’
presentation at your church

Conduct a post card writing event at your church to call on
your legislators to work for just funding reform

Gather ateam of advocatesto visit your legislator(s) and urge
them to support education funding reform so that every child
counts!

Contact Good Schools Pennsylvaniafor other ways to advocate
for children by emailing or calling 1-866-720-4086.



