What About the Children???

We now know what is needed
to ensure that every child re-
ceives afirst-rate education—
including those we have tradi-
tionaly left behind. Thisis
great news!

In November 2007, the Penn-
sylvania Department of Educa
tion released the results of a comprehensive “ Costing-Out”
Study, designed to determine the basic cost of an educa-
tion for our children based on the federal No Child Left
Behind standards.

We applaud our General Assembly for supporting such an
important study, but a study that lands on someone's
bookshelf collecting dust doesn’t help anyone! The next
step isfor our elected leaders to implement a funding for-
mulathat provides fair and adeguate funding for our
schools so that every child can receive the level of educa
tion that will lead them to succeed in life.

Thisisavery important issue, and we know there will be
numerous debates concerning how best to provide

the funding that is needed in the fairest way. Debateis
good—we simply call on our elected officials

to keep our children foremost in their minds.

We ask that the product of the debates be a

funding system that ensures that all children

will have afuture filled with hope and prom-

ise, regardless of where they live.

Asfor us—now isthetimeto roll up our shirt sleeves and
get towork. Itistime for usto speak up, urging our
elected leaders to adopt afair funding formula and long-
term plan with adequate funding to turn public education
into an opportunity for al children to learn, grow and suc-
ceed.

At Good Schools Pennsylvania, we call on you to stand
for children. You can call on usat 1-800-720-4086 for
assistance—for preparing to visit your legidator, for
learning about upcoming Info on Education and “Freedom
Writers’” workshops, or to find what ways you can advo-
cate to make adifference. Good Schoolsis hereto assist
you in making every child count in Pennsylvania.

In this season of Lent, we are called to atone, to set a new
direction, to make a clean and clear path before us and to
sacrifice whatever turns us away from where God is call-
ing us. Let’s not let our children suffer because of our ig-
norance or apathy. Please take action for fair and adequate
school funding, so that all of God' s children can be the
promise for agesto come.

Please go to the Good Schools website at www.
goodschoolspa.or g to read about the costing-out study, to
find contact information for your legislators, and to dis-
cover al the ways that you can help to improve education
for al of Pennsylvania s children.



