
In a community just like yours or mine a 
billboard went up along the main high-
way that said, “ It’s Coming!”  For weeks 
on end people walking and driving by 
took a curious glance at the sign and 
wondered what it meant.  

Then one day the message was changed 
on the billboard to “ It’s coming soon!”  
The crowds began to talk around town 

about what “ it”  was and when “ it”  was going to show up.  

Six weeks later a new sign that read, “ It will be here next week!”  
created an even greater stir. Media coverage grew and the crowds 
began to assemble, clamoring to see the message.  

One week later a new message appeared on the billboard that 
read, “ It is coming Friday at 3:45 p.m.”  Oh, how the excitement 
and anticipation grew! 

On Friday, shops and businesses closed early, parents and chil-
dren came straight from school, and locals and out-of-towners 
who had heard about “ It’ s”  arrival made tracks to the billboard. 
Police appeared to direct traffic, competition for parking spots 
grew fierce, and thousands of people found their way to the foot 
of the billboard—which was covered. The throng stood in great, 
silent anticipation, and at exactly at 3:45 p.m., the cover began 
slowly to drop. To their astonishment, their eyes were now glued 
to the new message that read, “ It’s GONE.”  

Such is the nature of opportunities to make a positive difference 
in the world. Today, as people of faith, you are called—not to be 
curious by-standers looking for the right sign or the next message, 
but to active engagement in efforts to make excellent public edu-
cation a reality for ALL children. While some stu-
dents have adequate funding and resources, other 
students lack essential resources to provide a quality 
education. The poorest and neediest students are left 
behind, without suitable funding and resources to 
build a future full of hope and promise for all the 
children.   

 

We now have hard evidence of the inequities in many of our 
school districts, thanks to the Costing Out Study released in No-
vember 2007.  This study informs us as to what our schools need 
to provide fair and adequate education for every student in Penn-
sylvania. Our elected officials and policy makers are the only 
ones who can end the inequity by choosing to support fair and 
adequate funding. We are the ones who must step up and make 
sure it happens without further delay.  

One way of being this voice for the voiceless is to participate in a 
post card writing campaign targeted at our state leaders. Good 
Schools Pennsylvania will provide you with post cards to your 
Senator and Representative--challenging them to be leaders in 
creating a funding formula that is adequate and equitable for all of 
Pennsylvania’s public schools; asking them to write legislation 
endorsing the primary findings of the Costing Out Study; making 
them accountable to do whatever is necessary to ensure every 
child is given a future full of hope and promise.  

Every day is a sacred gift. Please act now in gratitude for all that 
we have been given—and keep taking action until every child has 
the resources they need for a fair and adequate education. It isn’ t 
difficult—just go to www.goodschoolspa.org to find resources 
to assist you—including your  legislators’  contact information 
to enable you to call, email and/or  visit your  State Representa-
tive and Senator . If we wait for the “ right time” or when things 
are easier, we may discover the same thing as the crowd waiting 
for the message on a billboard--“ IT’ ’S GONE!!”  

Let us not forget:  It is about children and their time to learn and 
to grow.�
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