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Then Peter began to speak to 
them: “I truly understand that 
God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation anyone who fears 
him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 

Acts 10:34-35 (NRSV)
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I do affirm it to be against the testimony 
of Christ Jesus…for the civil state to 
impose upon the people a religion, a 
worship, a ministry. The state should 
give free and absolute permission of 
conscience to all men in what is spiritual 
alone. Ye have lost yourselves! Your 
breath blows out the candle of liberty in 
this land. 

Roger Williams, on trial in 1635 for condemning 
the Puritan vision of a Biblical commonwealth
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