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Pennsylvania Council of Churches
December 5, 2007

ACTION ALERT!!!  Support Comprehensive Affordable Health Care for ALL in Pennsylvania

Please feel free to distribute this message to anyone who may be interested—and please urge your family, friends and neighbors to take action!

Background (click here or scroll down)
Suggested Actions
· Please contact your State Senator and State Representative now to ask them to support The Family and Business Health Security Act of 2007 (SB 300 in the Senate, HB 1660 in the House).  This is a comprehensive, affordable health care proposal that would cover all Pennsylvanians and be administered as a single payer plan.  If they have not co-sponsored this legislation, please ask them to do so.  See talking points below (click here).
· Write a letter to the editor in support of this legislation.
· Circulate a petition in support of this legislation—petition available at http://healthcare4allpa.org/documents/petition_s.pdf.
Go to http://www.legis.state.pa.us/ for information on how to contact your state legislators (enter appropriate information in “Find Members By” box in upper right corner to find out who your legislators are if you do not know).
Suggested Message

Identify yourself as a person of faith (you may wish to identify your faith tradition).

Urge your State Senator and State Representative to support The Family and Business Health Security Act of 2007 to provide comprehensive, affordable health care that would cover all Pennsylvanians and be administered as a single payer plan.  Ask them to co-sponsor if they have not done so.  Let them know that given the importance of healing in the Biblical tradition, all persons must have access to adequate and affordable health care, and not be forced to choose between health care and other necessary goods and services, such as food, shelter, and transportation.  See talking points below (click here).
Background

NOTE:  Additional background information is included in the February 21, 2007 issue of the Ecu-Advocate (at http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Updates%20and%20News/Updates.htm; click on February 21, 2007 under “Archive Issues.”) and also in the April 16, 2007 issue (also found at the link above).

Health/health care moved to the front and center in Pennsylvania in early 2007.  With that comes an opportunity for people of faith in the Commonwealth—indeed, all Pennsylvania citizens—to work toward making comprehensive, affordable health care available to all Pennsylvanians, making God’s shalom to be present here and now.  The high level of interest among legislators and a wide range of stakeholders carries the hope that comprehensive health care reform could become a reality for Pennsylvanians—but it won’t happen without a strong, sustained push from the grassroots, which includes advocacy from all corners of the faith community.

Governor Rendell has recently been making a big push for passage of his “Prescription for Pennsylvania” legislation.  While the Governor’s plan has been touted as a universal care proposal, it is not.  Its goals of reducing the number of uninsured Pennsylvanians and reducing costs are admirable, but there is in reality no guarantee of coverage for all Pennsylvanians.  Estimates are that it will only cover about one third of the currently uninsured Pennsylvanians (about 400,000 of between 1.2 and 1.4 million).

As healing was a priority for Jesus, so health and healthcare is the top priority for the Pennsylvania Council of Churches.  The Council’s position is that comprehensive healthcare must be available to ALL persons—regardless of ability to pay.  A comprehensive care system should be:  1) universal; 2) continuous; 3) affordable to individuals and families; 4) affordable and sustainable for society; and 5) able to enhance health and well-being by promoting access to high-quality care that is effective, efficient, safe, timely, patient-centered, and equitable.

The Council has chosen to endorse SB 300, the Family and Business Health Security Act, and its companion bill in the House, HB 1660.  These bills appear to provide the best vehicle for addressing the characteristics we have identified as important for any healthcare plan.  The Family and Business Health Security Act is a single payer plan that would provide uniform, comprehensive coverage for all Pennsylvanians while maintaining the freedom to choose providers, with fair contributions from all businesses and individuals.  There would be no deductibles or co-pays, and it would cover a comprehensive range of services, including preventive care, dental, vision, and mental health services.

Because it would be operated as a single payer plan, there would be efficiencies that could never be achieved under the patchwork of insurers and plans that currently exist.  Costs for providing services would be reduced because it would eliminate much of the overhead that exists for insurers (advertising, administration of multiple plans, etc.) and providers (claims processing personnel dealing with multiple plans, providers seeking preapprovals, etc.).

Because all are covered, there would be greater incentive to seek preventive care or address medical problems before they reach a crisis point.  Care provided in a doctor’s office at an early stage when a problem is most manageable is less costly than care sought in an emergency room when an ailment has reached an advanced stage.

Why This Issue is Important to the Pennsylvania Council of Churches

We believe each and every person is worthy of respect, because we are all created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26a-27).  This belief in the inherent worth of all people leads us to a vision of wholeness where all people—even our “most vulnerable citizens…are not penalized or made to suffer, but rather have access to all that helps create a decent life: adequate health care, housing, food, education, and nurture.”
For more information, see the Council’s Principles for Public Advocacy (http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Policies/Principles%20for%20Legislative%20Advocacy.htm).
For More Information…

· Health & Health Care Policy Position Statement (http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Policies/Policies.htm; scroll down and click on “Health”)

· Health Care 4 All PA (http://healthcare4allpa.org)

· Faithful Reform in Health Care:  http://www.faithfulreform.org/index2.html
Talking Points (from Health Care 4 All PA)

· Approximately 1.4 million Pennsylvanians have no health insurance. Millions more are underinsured. Untold thousands more think they have good coverage until the corporate-run insurance company rejects their claim based on technicalities, "pre-existing" conditions—or denies life-saving procedures arbitrarily defined as "experimental."  We are left with a system that delivers reduced preventive care; delayed treatment; difficulty seeing specialists; costly co-pays & deductibles, and caps on treatment costs.

· Single-payer universal healthcare replaces the current inefficient and inadequate health insurance system with a simple plan using existing State and Federal funds, a 3% earnings tax and a 10% business payroll tax (a huge savings for most individuals and employers).  The outcome would be an improved Medicare-For-All system of publicly-funded, privately-provided universal healthcare. 
· Once Pennsylvania demonstrates to the nation what 87 countries have already discovered, single-payer universal healthcare will become national policy along the lines of Congressman John Conyers' HR 676.  Congressman Conyers made this point precisely when he came to Pennsylvania in April to endorse the "Family and Business Healthcare Security Act." 
· Over 100 Pennsylvania State Legislators have had discussions with Health Care for All Pennsylvania, and nearly half of them have signed up as co-sponsors.  
· As the only statewide single-payer campaign in the nation with bills before the House and the Senate, as well as the commitment of our Governor to sign the legislation upon reaching his desk, Pennsylvania is stands to lead the nation out of this crisis, much as we did in 1776.   
Consider: 

· Administrative costs for insurance companies may exceed 30% of the cost of healthcare compared to just 3% for Medicare.  (This step would save Pennsylvania taxpayers $6-7 billion dollars.) 
· The U.S. already spends double what most industrialized countries spend per person on healthcare. 
· 18,000 Americans die annually from being uninsured.
· Thousands of the insured die from services denied or delayed by insurance companies. 
· Life expectancy in the U.S. is among the shortest in the industrialized world. 
· Infant mortality rate in the U.S. is among the highest in the industrialized world. Only Latvia is worse.
· We pay far more per person than any other country.
· Approximately 50% of personal bankruptcies in the U.S. stem from medical bills.
